The Art of Fiction
ENGL 273G-02
							 
Paper Three
Juxtaposing Concepts Across Novels

Due Dates: 
Thesis (Online, link on wiki): 9pm Sunday, November 17th (For return 11/18) or 
9pm Monday, November 18th (For Return 11/20)
Draft (Hard Copy in Class): Wednesday, November 20th
Final Draft (Hard Copy in Class): Monday, November 25th
Length: 5 ½ -6 pages
Texts: Indecision and The Bell Jar 
Format Details: double-spaced, 1” margins, 12-pt Times New Roman font, page numbers, and a relevant title. Refer to MLA handbook or “Purdue Owl MLA” for an online resource regarding header format, citation format and works cited page format.  

Task: In a 5½ -6 page paper, create an interpretation centered on ONE specific concept/theme based on the juxtaposition of The Bell Jar and Indecision.  How do both works engage the concept/theme that you have chosen to focus on? What do they say about your chosen concept/theme? Why do they engage with the concept/theme in the way that they do? It is your job to create meaning from this juxtaposition.  As a class, let’s brainstorm some possible concepts or themes.  I’ll write them on the board, and you can jot them here: 
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Please note: This is not a typical compare/contrast paper, in which every element of how the two novels are alike and different is identified.  Instead, remember to focus on one specific concept/theme that connects the works.  Then juxtapose the works to see how they present a concept similarly or differently, and what each work reveals about the concept.  




Engl 273: The Art of Fiction
Essay #3: Juxtaposing Texts and Concepts: Character/ Theme/ Symbol 


For your third paper, you will need to juxtapose the two novels (The Bell Jar and Indecision) against one another. Your goal is to bring out the similarities and differences between two characters, situations, thoughts or emotions by placing them together in your paper. 


What does juxtapose mean?
· A literary device used to bring out the similarities and differences between two situations, thoughts, characters or emotions by placing them together. The characteristic of one makes those of the other prominent without the author having to sketch out the nuances of both separately. The word juxtaposition means placing two things in proximity. Such placement of two objects, in literary terms, brings out the characteristic features and individuality of each by way of comparison. For instance, if you place a black scarf beside a white one, the difference would be instantly evident – even if you don’t point out the differences verbally or descriptively. 


How will we use juxtaposition?
For the third essay, you will find elements in our two novels to juxtapose, reflect on the juxtaposition, and determine what it means. You will use juxtaposition to draw connections between two novels that may initially seem unrelated.  
· You are required to focus on one central theme or concept. Illustrate how this theme or concept is depicted in both novels. Write about how the theme you have chosen functions in one novel versus how it works in the other. Consider utilizing elements of fiction (character, plot, symbol, setting, etc) to illustrate how the theme or concept is developed in either novel.


Grading
You will be graded on how well you meet minimum requirements, how gracefully you juxtapose the texts, and on how you make meaning between Indecision and The Bell Jar.
You must:
· Present a hard copy in MLA format, which meets page requirements and which cites sources correctly.
· Have a clearly stated, non-obvious, and disputable thesis.
· Treat two primary sources in roughly equal measure.
· Use specific evidence from primary sources with citations, which include evidence that is appropriate to the claim being made, with citations are cleanly incorporated.
· Demonstrate your capability to juxtapose two texts by
· avoiding “compare/contrast”
· making meaning between the two texts
· drawing meaningful connections between the content of both novels. 






TIPS: How do I begin to juxtapose?
Step 1: Start by brainstorming a list of commonalities/ themes in the novels we have read. Remember to be open to themes and ideas that on the surface may seem dissimilar, but upon a closer look produce new meaning.

Step 2: Choose ONE theme you would like to explore further within the context of the TWO novels.  Notice anything that strikes you in the works you have chosen; also observe how they work as fiction. In each novel, how does the plot, point of view, character, symbol, tone and style relate to the theme you have chosen? Include as many observations as you can; be bold and discuss figures of speech such as metaphor, irony, and allusion.  
Here’s an example:  Suppose you are drawn to two authors’ ways of revealing (or not revealing) conflict through dialogue. One author may have very chatty characters, but not much is being said, whereas another author may use dialogue sparsely, but the characters have a well-developed intimacy. Each author uses dialogue in a very different way. In spite of this, however, characters change and conflict in both novels. This conflict, which occurs through the use of dialogue, is your central thread – the dance, to return to our ballroom metaphor. The authors’ contrasting styles are what you juxtapose in order to bring attention to the real meaning of your essay – that dialogue can be a powerful tool, in the hands of an author, to communicate conflict – even if that dialogue comes in many different forms.

Step 3: Working separately within the texts, examine how the theme (in our example), works in each. Re-read relevant passages and close read for meaning. Come up with a theory on how/why each author is using the theme/idea.

Step 4: Look at the texts side by side, juxtapose!  Create meaning as to what the authors are saying and how they get their messages across. What is the common thread woven throughout that we can use to keep our observations relevant? To continue with our example, the common thread would be that dialogue is a powerful tool that authors use to display conflict in novels. Part of your job, then, is to help another see what you’re seeing. Go out of your way to be clear and restate your points. You also might see new facets the second time around, which is why, to arrive at a sound argument, you must engage with the work at least twice – remember: A Re-Read Rewards.

How do I structure this thinking?
When you are comparing two works of literature, it is tempting to try to dump observations about the works into paragraphs slotted for specific purposes. For example: in this paragraph, I’ll discuss the use of awkward silences in Author A’s dialogue. In the next paragraph, I’ll discuss awkward silences in Author B’s dialogue. In the next paragraph, I’ll compare the two, etc.
Try, instead, to use your paragraphs to explain ideas/concepts/literary devices that connect to the overall theme – regardless of whether the examples of the concepts come from Author A or B. In doing so, you will be able to more clearly focus on the intersections where you see the two books colliding. The argument is given precedence, which allows you to move smoothly from Book A to Book B. A paragraph is about more than just Book A or Book B; it is about one thematic element that engages both works. For those of you who like diagrams, the structure of your essay might look like this (again, using the above example of conflict through dialogue):
Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]First connection to the theme (i.e. what isn’t said)
     Novel A & B (discussed in multiple paragraphs)
Second connection to the theme (i.e. what is said)
     Novel A & B (discussed in multiple paragraphs)
Third connection to the theme (i.e. tone/style of narrative and of characters’ voices)
     Novel A & B (discussed in multiple paragraphs)
Conclusion 

